CYBERVOLUNTEERING:  A GREAT WAY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

ValleyVolunteer.org provides non-profit organizations with the web presence needed to effectively communicate with their volunteers.  As our society moves further into the information age, an increasing amount of project coordination and information distribution will be conducted over the Internet.  ValleyVolunteer helps facilitate the transition between paper and web page.  By connecting web savvy high school students with traditional nonprofits in need of a web presence, ValleyVolunteer uses the technology of the future to serve today's charitable organizations.
Part One: Creating the Content

Why would an organization wish to use the Internet? What can your web site be used for?

· Content should follow the main purpose of the page -- to raise awareness , give factual information, recruit volunteers, communicate between members

· Include copy of organization’s mission statement, yearly activities, goals for the future, contact information

· Consider posting info in more than one language

What problems could you face while building a web site?

· Finding a hosting company or software for site development

Part Two: Building the Site

 How do you convey info in the most logical manner?

· KISS method.  Keep It Simple Stupid

· A streamlined series of simple pages conveys information in the most strait forward and comprehensive manner.

· You should display the information that most people are looking for on the first page.

· Too much information makes the site more difficult and confusing to navigate.
· Prioritize your content.  Place most important info on first couple of pages
Stylistic Design Suggestions

· Standards on background color, text color, and font = more professional

· Structure of each page should also remain consistent

· A uniform design creates a stronger image for your organization.

· While pictures may be worth a thousand words, they certainly take up a thousand times more memory.  Use 2-4 pictures per page.

Added Features

· Egroups discussion forum

· Mailing lists 

Part Three: Site Management and Promotion

How do you advertise/promote your site once completed.

· Submitting your site to search engines

· Google has one of the largest user followings 

· Specialized directories

· Mass submission to 400 different search engines at www.bcentral.com or www.ineedhits.com      

How often are you going to need to update the site?

· Each time your organization changes its policy or moves an activity

· State when your web site was last updated.

Overview

Time Requirements


Content development

· Majority of the time

· Info already typed vs. needs to be typed

 Building the Site

· Depends on how much experience you have

· How clear an idea you have of what you want to do

· Interactive sites are more demanding

Updates

· Thorough updates take longer. (Usually 1hr per update)

How long does it take to learn html?

· One day to understand basic concepts and learn to upload files

· Homepage, FrontPage, GoLive make web development much simpler and efficient

As the Internet becomes an integral part of our lives, volunteer organizations need to establish a presence on the web to maintain effective communication with their members.  ValleyVolunteer.org provides these traditional organizations with the expertise and technological knowledge they need to ride the wave technology.

